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--~-c~~=-~'~ounty 

.... lex.::nder :-eIiJorial Pr e5byter1cm Church _ 

.... tony Bottom • 

•• 5 t:"e re \','::15 no ? resbyt e rian or:.:an1ZGtion \"iest of the 

"'xt:enbrl e r . . iv er end as the re :':ere t';:e lve or fifteen I:"leU 'be rs 

' • . cl o::e around u r iftwoou. Or ~tony Bottom as it r.bS lE. t c r CE. lled, 

it t",' ,- S dee::rred adVi sable to or:;enize th e36 m6 ... bc.!'s into b. ssp-

~~.::te crsa~izetion or churct . 
Ttsir r.;e;,.uership r ; E;.S he ld t. t 

: i bs.rty "':h>;rch ~t ""::'eenbank J 3exter ,-,hurch E.t .Junraore , _nd 

·· . .=~:.ir.~on v=:i .. rch a t .... £.rlinton , from l" hicr. }Joints -hey r,sre 

sepa:roted by such obs t a cles Cs to ;Jrevent a l oost ',::jo lly thei r 

attendan ce a t the servi ces of these churches . 

Tr. e r e:'ore the Pr esbytery of I..freenbri er c. tits s~_ l.'1!; 

s~Ssion r:'hich lia s held in :"1k Ci ty , I.:,,!, 9-12 , l Ef. 4 or'!ered 

i ts evc.n:e1is t . ~ ev . J . J.j • .jl oull 'i.O visit ~::.e :ield ct;.rin.::; 

tLe sw. er r; i th t:-~ e vie;',' of or;;anizins a church £l:ould t:.e 

~:a :; he clec. r . 
.... c c or dinclYJ rle bese.n a sel i es of services 

i n :l:e: school house on "he niGht of .... u_llst 0 , l c5t~ .(..nd 

conti nu ed t o pr e .:. c .~ r:i U. ouch ,o~·.e r until "he n i £ht of 

.;us t lE J I G3 -t . 

loin !'r idr:. y ni ..: .. t _.u.:ust 17, lU. ~ ...;.:ift, .. ,c:.d .... :.1..ircl: ~ .:. s 

Ci!' ·c . l_e d O:l .. c v , J . I •• • .:) Oun .... ")Sl~ C,1l._ , '"1 ' t . ~: .. 'wi' . JJ . r . Alex-

e.: 5 

'. _-..;,n .. ore, 
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J ... r . n. . 1~ . Vys!l r d 

1,.rs . ~ . l!. • .JYS t r d 

;.iss -'e ssie .Jy50rd 

lwiss Cl aud i a ~ys~ r d 

Lrs . _ . 1,'10 l.~o el:s 

1'::5 . Gor a i?ay 

1.;l' S • .!1annah J\·: cLa u c l:.. l in 

" . l lLr s . nan cy l.icCl o ud 

.i.:I' s . i.:ary T.::t llma n 

L.rs . ? ar r. hen in LcL\.~ ughlin 

'f hG f ol l o ... :i nG ? Gr s on s i':ere ree ei v6d !'roo Ll::erty ...:t.u reh 

~ t ..rr sGno8::1k by ce r t i f icate : 

l ;r . ~il len Jal f o rd 

I.IS . nanc y Gal fo rd 

Mr . John E. Doyl e 1'.'a S received from the l:arl1nton 

Pr €s oy t e r i an vhu r ch and L1's. I..;o. ry Elisa G&ltord from the 1:. :t. • 

. " " Ll d " 1 1...1' . .1. ' . __ • .s e ~ s a r. .L..t. ss 

:.er e r ecei ved on pr ofession 

~he s e Ilc r s on s having entered 

to~e~her as an or~anized ohuroh 

of tr.le Pr esbyter i c.:n ";!1 urch, 

' r . . "s'rd ··~ o · .... s 8 . .. . ~~ • • h . • u j' _ . oi J . ,~ 

·,' . ... 5 uno n1cousl y c~:o sen 

~. ~oJl e ~LS e le c t~d 8 

o~~~rt Q,1 ty t o c o~ua lnt ~~ 

Q t i cs ot the ot: ice 

we lle 

,ozdeZ8 
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thould be .:Jr1ftHoo d . 

Judse JU!:les "u r nick L:UVC tt.c c hur ch t. cl.o 1c c of t v,o 

locLl71or, s for a chur c h buj l cHn • une loc :Jt1 on '. :" 5 c n the 

.111 .. ~erc __ T . I . B . Dum.:;crdn er ' ~ tou se ItO -:: ::.t :. nd s , t},e other 

t',5~ u,? t:-te ror..d on :""l k .Lick !:u n \.he re t l. e ~n· c.;., e nt c hur.ch ste.nQs . 

! r~e chu rch bu i l d inG wa s storted abou t IJ :iear of t r the or cen-

1zet l on . .:Jcv e ral ye a rs e lClps'ed befo re the buildiuG ,",e.s coo-

" '.., l eted . rhe c hur ch r eco r ds do not sheri in · ... het year the 
~ 

buil6. i ng ,','es ded i cated but it ,,;a s tho ught to be about ""usust, 

L 01. 

nev . J£ . li' • ..,.. l ex .:J. llde r \'Iho \': ~~ stated SUl~ ?ly t..t the time 

of th e o r g a ni za tion d i ed j ,~ay 6 , 1895 before the churoh ';'Jas 

b~ i1t . . Ee 1s buried at Gree nbank in the church yard at 

Uberty Church. 

J'h e de dicetory s e r mon was preached by tha lIlIv . J. C. 

Sloan . ilev. Eenry ,i . McLaughlin wa s than a aa~nar7 atu-

den t su pplying the church during the sUl:lIDar _tu. 
On July 14 , 1901 at a meeting or 

tion r,'a s made t o cal l a go ngregat1onal 

,:,unday of __ ueust to ascertain tile 

tion as to changing the name ot 

onder .·emoria l Church in memory 

wa s 80 actt ve in promoting tbe 

the church. The records do 

ohange~ although in one 

..u exander 1.emor1el Ohapal, 
" WOOd. 

1liIiii,,-,' ... • 
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In j.ay 1~31, t he pastor Re v . J . T . Pharr called another 

on r 8 a ti ona l ipee t ing ond 1 t wa s d ec 1ded bU a large vote to 

change the narue to .u.lexander J...emorlal Church . 

In J ... ay 1 9 05 a congreGational Cleeting \";as he ld f or the 

pur pose of" electin g a r uli ng e l eler and deacon , the elder L:r . 

~ . K. ~ys 1 rd having moved from t~e vicinity . l ~r . John H . 

Doyle 'JaS elec t ed e lder and l.:r .• 1-:::. \'/ . I,:e€.l;:s wa s elected deaoon . 

' . 30th offi cers were duly ordained and installed. 

:'lhen .::>.lex Bl!1der 1.1emoria l Church was organized, 1 twas 

grau ed with the ? resbyterian Churches at Dunmore and Green-

bank . "ever al years later it was changed a nd grouped Vii th 

Li nwood and it.ingo and i n 1930 it was again chenged and gr ouped 

wi th Cess . 

For a numbe r 01' years unt 11 1930 mission point s of the 

church were Cl over Lick, Poage Lane and 'thomas Spring school 

house on Cl Over Creek . 

In ~Ubus t, 1929 !lev. O. H. 1:1les sssisted 117 liev . Fr ed , 

.. . Gray he ld a series of revival meetings. i.e a rasul t of 

these services eighteen new members were added ~ tke church . 

~hree of t~ese were adu~ ts and tha rest were JOUDI people . 

I n ;'pril 1930, Re.v . O. N. M:l.laa who bad lIe8a pastor tor 

e bu~t twelve :ea.l· s mo ved t o J4arllnton to take ove.r IO!IIe new 

,",or k . .cl exander 1.:elIlorial chuob wh10h bad be. with 

the Lim;ood-I,iingo 1'1eld was DOW ~ wltll 

pastor from th &t ohurch, ~ev. 

F.ev . Pharr hes held a 

one. The min1sters 



, , 

- 5-
Focotontas County 

~i e\l . J , D. 1'111 son of Scar bro , ". Vo . 
Hev . O. O. Yount of Hut tonsville , ',I . Va . 
Rev . A. 11. Br own of RonceVerte, \1 . Va . 
Rev . 1;arll n Curry o f Le,,:! SbUXg, '11' • Va . 

Off icers of th e chur ch: 

'. , 

Mln i ,sters E: nd students.: 

Rev . E . F . ,alexB.l!!lde r 
1 894 - 1895 

Rev . H. , •• McLaUghli n , .J . D. Student 1896 " _ 
" " " .. 

.. Rev . ii . E . Fultz _ 

.iiev . W. ti . Baln _ 

Rev . s . B. Hannah 

Rev . H. E. Leach 

Re v . ',\' . ? G1 bbs 

Re v . i1 . P . Gibbs 

pas t or 1900 - 1904 

1904 - 1906 

1 907 - 1909 

student ) date unknown 

.. 
" " 

" until about 1916 

pastor 

\; . J . Flin t ( s t uden t ) 
1917 

Rev . O. N. Miles - postOl' _ 
1918 - 1930 

Rev. J . T. Pharr 
1930 - to present 

J.;i n1sters fron th e l~al'l1nton Pl'e.bJ1;lIl'ian 0Jau0IIL .. ho preached 

a t ~lexander lhel'lor1a1 when the, oIalll'eh wa. -1'hea' • PfistOl' 
were : 

Rev. 1,'m. T. Prioe 
Rev. G. 

Rev . J. 

: lders: 

Mr. .... x • 
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.i.:.r • John o yle 

J"r . John 11 . Se vener 

.lJ6acons : 

1.ir. John ..Joyle 

1.1r . K. i~· . 1.;ee ks 

Iiir . Fred J,:cLau ghlin 

Mr. Po ul Hevener 

Mr. OtllO .::ih1elds 

Tr ustees : 

j.1r . J o hn R . nevener 

I.:r . John .Joyle 

1 .. 1'. Guy 'lal l man 

l £l~': - 1938 

H; ~:: - ;.resen t 

lc~ -: - U f05 

19 ;: - pl'esent 

Pr e~::..:: t 

nistory or the church for the year l>~o-l93? 

Pestor - !1.ev . James Timothy Pb!:.:r 

The f irst important event in the history of th is churcn 

auring the yea r 1936 "as the spring r.:eeting of Presbyt ery \'Ihi cn 

was he ld in the Hut tonsville C:,uroh ir. .~prll. ...lexender l em-

ori al \'I OS repr esented by I<il' . John H. iJoyle. At this meeting 

Presby tery was invi ted to meet at tltOIQ' Bott_ tor the ren 

mee ting on ~ept . 29 . 'rhe mem~r. ot the ooapltllltlcn soon 

began to plan as to wlJlt repair. aboulc1 bit .... _ tl:e ohuroh 

bUildin and l a wn . 

check for rifty dollars to W".~."" ~ ...... ~. 
rep. i ri n5 an d painting. 

!!lo ney ~l.ould bEt used to 

conGregation l'Iould 

:mrchase1 end tl. e 

I ... · ..... 

b wlth 8 • 

the 
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the non huul ed rocks and di rt en d l eveled ofr the le. ..... n . 

The '" oman I s .... uxi liary he d sotae c o ney in 'the t reasury to 

be u sed 1'or tt.e ch urch. he amou nt 'r/S S smell 50 th e l adi e s 

e c ided S nen pul pi t che ir v:u s needed t:05 t or all . ..i.fter 

l o oking ct catalogs or church rurn i tu re, i t \'iCS disc;overed thet 

there was not eno ugh money to bllY a chair . une or the ~embers 

donated some nice oak Gnd a carpenter in the coomunity mace a .. 
c~e ir and CO M;;Iunion tabl e . ("ther minor repE- irs v: ere m!l.de . 

IT. e l a st day of' .Jul y tte pas to r cor",ne: nced 6 ten "e.y 

reviv s l Leeting . ..... e v eral (:;li ldren ,','ere bc.ptis uG. E.nc. .. i;.l'ee 

j o ined tile chu r ch . 

During the p.lonth of Lay , th e coomunity hbd the l- le£.sure 

of having \',' i th them 1..:iss l':'a r garet Pri tchard, ~ med1c E.l t:lission­

t ry to i:orea ,,:ho ave a very inte resting lecture about her 

'.-,o ;-k . On ano the r occasi on nev ..... d Currie a missionary to 

China told of h is wo rk. 

I n the second .:>unday in .:ieptecber, the lUIY. Ilenr), .. . 

l.ee tin:,; hod ever been held lit 

~ tt nd nce of de l e~ute s ~nd 

_en stri cl:er , a ni ssi onnry 

el e cted :i,.oder ator. 

:..In a •• OV. Curr 1e, 'ru:il 

., ~.~ no,~1nDted 6S a 

t •. :;;ntrea t, .. orth 

e good 

::;1-
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~J;. .... r: 

"'Ill.,; of t l:' :nl11 
c lc:..er::. , . ..r . J . •. . -,o:,' l e , l.uG. tt.e pr1v -

-~. , c 

...... reI1 .. !... in ... 
• . .... .j • 

-se;_ol~tl .:::""o r .... i vine r,o rsh 1p , l.r • ..I011e £LVO a reI-ort 0::' 'his 
, 

ttenJ~nce to the dbserubly. 

vn June 20 , . ..r. :n . c . :"'ri-; in I !in dlder of the ..... [;.1 etu vr.urah J .. es t 
.... = .::.n v::.·~c , :il· ..... il.i u , r;r-;o i3 Ch& i.rI.1Cn of' .. he _ resbytery' s CO~-

.. i!~_G O!1 .. E ···i::-,:'5te_s ' .n.. •• nu ity ~"'u:!d , L.c.dres ... L::1 tr. e con-r€.-c. _ 
" " 

~i_:: U_v.l ..... is subjec t . .'he &('~5ion discuss d - e cturcne 's 

~t4otc of one i:u:1dred ei ~ll ty- nine ::lol:&rs and decide.d. tt:.. tit 

Lou ld be i t1;Jossi ble to r a ise th1:t larGe cmount , se t!1e C. .. \.:o tL 

~· . .s.s lOi",ercd to one hundred forty uollErs . 1'he .... ession a"' -

.",C i:Tt bd a COIl!~J. ttee to c~nvass the neClbers ond see ho\".' ::'J .. ;ch 

Le!._bers of the co::!! i ttc.e .,' E.re : 

J • ..:' • ..Joyle , .. J' . oC':..zu l Hevener , 1 .. iss J· ..... r~r ~.6Vt;l.'1er . 

o! :tc O Gnv~ss ~us one tu~drod tt,enty- six doll~rs , obt£ined 

in ;leu....:;es nd cosh . t, 8Vbnty 601lc r~ ~nd f'1fty cents being 

l=·~ 1d i~ cash . 

".. t .. his ~ession !7ieetin: t!.t;; tic.e fur the rel'1vll nSf t:.ns 

.. .::.~ '..1,1 ~cussed , c.:-.d it r .L. S :'ec1ded to bc...:1n ... tis ... ~&t1nb on 

1 ~~ 1 > ,- f i k ..... bt ;'1r,,"in111 £.:ssist-... '.l. y ,-,0 , ';, \.j , __ ev . L . l.i . 'o.o·,:n 0 .. en c.... ~ 

1:1 eeting resulted in " S r.l 

... c.venter=n J. ~r~0115 C1L '~i n.:- D. l'!'ofe ... s1on ot tai th e 

... , .. ~ - - -- -
" , 
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On Oc t. 28 , 1938 the church , ond co mmunity Sustai ned a r eel 

loss in the deat h of Mr. John Doyle, who l"Ies the l est cha rter 
Cle mber of the church . 

~Ur ing Januar y, 1 939 Dr. T. Th . ~t1xrud, a medlcsl mi s­

sionary to ~frica spoke in the chur ch to the school children, 
, , 

an d to the adults at the community. . . 
He told of some of Lis 

nany i nterest ing expe riences in Afri ca as a physi c ian. The 

for~ign miss ion offer ing during January ,",' DS ten dollars an d. 

1'ive cents . 

In 1938 there were ei ghty-one quarts of fruit canned and 

sent to the Davis Stua rt School. 
Nearly every flll:lily took 

par t in hel:;>ing " i th th is. 

sixteen dollars . 

The hOme mission offering was 
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.. OMen · s --ux l1iary . 

In j;"ebl'U5ry 1 931 , 1 •• rs . J. 
T . l'hlJrr olJd Lrs • .-. 1 J.J. , _ t •• onrce , 

s:Jyterial presi d ent . met n i t h the l ad ies of the church ror •• __ 6 :i.'urpose of o r can izlnb" a 
l'Io men I s ~ .. uxl1i ary . L1 S5 Cor ne~iE. 

lrltchsrd ~os e l ected P id . res ent , l.U's . 1. B . BumgE. rdnerj Vice- pre i, 

J:i ss ... nr y :-:evener, S ecretary, and I,ir s . D. L. BeveroGe, .I.'r ees . 

T ... ls \','8 5 the firs t " . g roup of women ever to be organized at .:.tony 

Botto:n fo r couroh \,;,ork of a ny Iclnd 81 thouGh in p revious years 

the v,omen had been active in thei r interest for t r" e -,-;e1fere of 

the chUrch . They h elped 1'&i5e money to pe1nt the c!lurcb both 

inside :3nd out . They collected mone y to bvy a new Bible End nell 

h~1:lIl bool~s . 

In 1934 the ladies of the church saved their Sunday eggs and 

bouGht bytlIl books ror th e churchh .. 

r.t tbis tine the re ":ere twenty members in tbe .... uxiliary , 

bu t only ei ght cou ld be called active members 01' the nuxiliary. 

They I\ere ve ry Gener ou s in a ll of thei r benevolent girts . 

j • .ore interest wa s taken by the ladies during 'the year 

i 9 37- 38 . They filled one hundred quart je.rs witb rruit , honey 

and vegetables fo r the ~av is Stuart dchool. Ten dollers WE:S 

.:; iven to the !.:inisters' .tL'1Iluity Fund . The woo en saved ~l'.elr 

e -;Gs on the Jundey preceeding I:aster ond cave the coney ror 

church repairs . 

In t-eb . l~39 the ".uxiliary met at the bome of l:rs. 

.... .. ields ."'o r the purpose of e lec'tins offioors . 

',':"ere elected: 

Vir:::inie Eevener 
l"C:: Jr''''pn • "'ial 

JJCJlllli One 
lin 

The following 

4 . 50 
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There is no record to 
show \'Ihen the .;;.undcy School , I8 S 

o r Gan i zed bu t the re has been 
a ~undey ~chool at ~tony rlottom 

s i nc e be f o re 1879 . 
The first .:lundey 3chool \'/ '':' 5 held in an 

old log school house whi ch stood ne" r 
.... ','lhere the road crosses 

:;11< Ll k iI 
c . u n ri cbt near the to\·,'o 01' Stony Bottom . J;;r . B. R. 

~o yle wa s t he fl" r s t · " uuper1ntendent tbat e uyone now li v ing 

'Oa n !' Grr.:e IDber . Ur . B. H . Barnett was Superintendent for 

a bout t''',' enty years . uther Superintendents have been: 

h . R . li oore , J . R . Hevene r, J . H. Doyle and Fred. L..cLeu:hlin , 

the present superintendent . 'reachers \,,'ere ; l.:r . £ond I.:rs. A. 

b.. . Dysard , :','. R . l .. ioore J end ;[. H . Doyle. 

The teac ~ ers for 1935- 36 .... ,ere as 1'ol loi":s : 

J ohn R. Hevener 

1,115 s l,iary Hevene r 

Pau l Hevener 

Bible Clnss 

Senior girls 

Senior bo p's 

1.:i 55 Co rnelia rri tchard - Intermediate 

U1ss VirGinia Hevene r - Juniors 

Mrs . Fred }.icl..auGhlin Primnry 

O"ing to distance and bod roads the Sunday Sohool ... 

not continued thr ough t he v" inter months until about 1;IUt ,... 

of 1915 when it bec ane on "eversrean" sunde:r ~1'" 11M! 

continued so un t il the present tihle . 

In January, 1936 the menbars ot 

to ha ve ~unday ~chool b t 

:.1onths , as .. h i 5 hou r ,','as tJore 

at a distance. 
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